.

Trap

Nanda Seftyana

188 i
- =T
B o ¥

2 " g
b Ee

LA ¥



Have you ever seen slimy snails crawling around your

yard? Maybe you've heard that sprinkling salt near
your door can keep them away. But does salt really
work against snails? Let's find out together!



Guess what? Salt can actually be very harmful for snails that crawl over it!
This happens because of something called osmosis. Here's how it works:
when salt meets water, they mix together to make saltwater. The salt
dissolves, and the water does the dissolving. When two solutions with
different amounts of salt are separated by a special wall that only lets water
pass through, the water begins to move. It flows from the less salty solution
to the more salty one until both sides are balanced.




Let's picture this! Imagine a container with a special wall in the middle. This
wall has tiny holes that only water can pass through. On one side, you pour
very salty water. On the other side, you pour water with just a little salt.
What happens next? After a while, water moves from the less salty side to the
more salty side. In the end, both sides have the same amount of salt!




Why does this happen? Because water naturally moves from

a place with less salt to a place with more salt. It keeps
moving until both sides are equal. This movement of water
is called osmosis.




So, osmosis 1s when water moves through a special wall
(called a membrane) from a place with less stuft
dissolved 1n it to a place with more stuft dissolved 1n it.
Scientists have special names for these:

- Water with less stuff in it 1s called a hypotonic
solution (think of it as "weak").

- Water with more stuff in it is called a hypertonic
solution (think of 1t as "strong").




Okay, but what does this have to do with snails? Well, a
snail's body contains a lot of water. Compared to the salt
sprinkled on the ground, the water in a snail's body 1s like
the "weak" solution. When a snail crawls over salt, the salt
sticks to its body. Then, the water inside the snail starts
moving out of its body toward the salt! The snail loses so
much water that its body dries out. Sadly, without enough
water, the snail cannot survive.



Now you know that salt gets rid of snails because of osmosis! But here's

something important: this trick only works on small, soft-bodied animals
like snails, slugs, leeches, and earthworms. It won't work on insects with
hard shells or big scaly animals like snakes. Their bodies are better at
keeping water inside.




So, if you ever see lots of snails in your yard, you can try
king a "salt trap" to keep them away! And now you know the

cool science behind 1t —it's all about osmosis!




